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state that he was certain the stolen animal was not
in Tidatau or anywhere near it.
"We have a difficult task before us, Podd," went
on M'Whizzle, gravely.
"We?" echoed the }roung Eurasian,
" I intend to take you with me as assistant/' said
the Chief of the Secret Police. " I want a man who
can hold his tongue, who can be relied on in an
emergency/'
Archibald smiled and nodded understandingly.
" I should have preferred an Ethiopian eunuch/*
said M'Whizzle, " but I can't get one at such short
notice, and besides, he might not understand my
habits."
" Sir/' said Podd, non-committally. He did not
know what an Ethiopian eunuch was, but felt pleased
that such a thing was not readily procurable.
"And/' said M'Whizzle, in thoughtful tones, "if
you do happen to be doing any shopping during the
next week, you might purchase me a fairly good
camel, and a tooth-brush not too hard. Tell them
to put it down to the account of the Government.
Archibald gave a business-like nod, and opening the
forget-me-not pocket-book made a note. He did not
know much about such things, but was quite pre-
pared to buy them* However, during the next few
days he was so occupied in getting ready for the
journey that he forgot all about this last order of
his master's. They were days when he and M'Whizzle
were behind closed doors for hours together, when
mysterious parcels brought by quaintly-garbed mes-
sengers from obscure bazaars arrived frequently; at